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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . THE CONTINUING CONERONTATION BETWEEN NIGERIAN 
MEDICAL DOCTORS AND THE EMG REACHED NEW HEIGHTS 
YESTERDAY WHEN THE DOCTORS STOPPED THEIR MEDICAL 
SERVICES IN LAGOS, AFEECTING VIRTUALLY ALL 
GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE HOSPITALS. THE ACTION 
WAS TAKEN TO PROTEST THE PRIVATE PRACTICE DECREE 
AND THE PROMULGATION OP THE LAGOS STATE PRIVATE 
HOSPITALS EDICT. THE EDICT REQUIRES THE 
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OP ALL PRIVATE 
HOSPITALS, THEIR REGULAR INSPECTION, AND THE SUSPEN- 
SION OR CANCELLATION OP LICENSES FOR THOSE 
INSTITUTIONS THAT VIOLATE SPECIFIC REGULATIONS. 

ACCORDING TO THE LAGOS STATE HEALTH COMMISSIONER, 

THE NEW LAW IS INTENDED TO "PROTECT THE PUBLIC 
FROM BEING EXPLOITED BY MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS" 

AND TO ENSURE A "MINIMUM STANDARD" OF MEDICAL 
PRACTICE. AT LAGOS UNIVERSITY TEACHING 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 08027 292249Z 

HOSPITAL (LUTH) MEDICAL STUDENTS PASSED A 
RESOLUTION REJECTING THE EDICT AT A MASS MEETING 
AND HAVE NOT ATTENDED LECTURES IN A SHOW OP 
SUPPORT POR THE DOCTORS' ACTIONS. 

2. IN A RELATED EVENT, THE KADUNA STATE GOVERN- 
MENT TOOK STEPS TO ENPORCE THE PRIVATE PRACTICE 
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DECREE (REFTEL A) BY INSTITUTING A REGISTRATION 
AND INSPECTION SYSTEM EOR ALL HOSPITALS, CLINICS, 
MATERNITY HOMES, AND PHARMACIES. IN ADDITION, 
MEDICAL PRACTIONERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PAY AN 
INITIAL RATIEICATION AND YEARLY RENEWAL FEE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFEICIAL USE. 

3. IN ADDITION TO THE EINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
BEHIND THE EEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S DECREE (PARA 2, 
REFTEL A), THE ACUTE SHORTAGE OE PRO- 
EESSIONALS IN PUBLIC SERVICE WAS EVIDENTLY ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT EACTOR IN ISSUING THE PRIVATE PRACTICE 
DECREE. STATE MINISTRY OE ESTABLISHMENTS 
OEFICIALS TOLD POLCOUNS DURING RECENT TRIP TO OYO, 
OGUN AND KWARA THAT STATE OFEICIALS HAD BEEN 
INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING DECREE ON BOOKS. BY 
BEING REQUIRED TO HAVE FIVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
BEFORE ENTERING PRIVATE PRACTICE, ASPIRING 
DOCOTORS WILL BE FORCED TO ENTER THE CIVIL 
SERVICE, WHICH OTHERWISE CANNOT OEFER THE REWARDS 
OE A LUCRATIVE PRIVATE PRACTICE. END LIMITED 
OEFICIAL USE. 
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LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL DOCTORS, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 29 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAGOS08027 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780271-0871 

Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978068/aaaaagnz.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7f07c68c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 5704, 78 LAGOS 6216 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2430231 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DOCTORS VS. THE FMG: THE CONFRONTATION HEIGHTENS 
TAGS: PGOV, TBIO, Nl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7f07c68c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



